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"That is the beauty of satyagraha. It comes up to oneself, one
has not to go in search for it. That is a virtue inherent in the
principle itself. A dharma-yuddha, in which there are no secrets
to be guarded, no scope for cunning and no place for untruth,
comes unsought; and a man of religion is ever ready for it. A
struggle which has to be previously planned is not a righteous
struggle."21 The satyagrahi seeks his self-realization through
social service. Whenever he finds some hindrance in the way,
whenever his sensitive conscience perceives some injustice and
he feels the inner urge, he uses the weapon of satyagraha to
remove the obstacle. Satyagraha can be undertaken only for
social good and never for personal gain;22 for one who cannot
rise above considerations of personal gain and loss is unfit to
be a satyagrahi who has to be always ready to stake his all to
vindicate truth and justice. The desire to protect one's self-
respect is however a "good cause", for the society in which self-
respect is at a discount is morally in a bad way. Obviously ill-
gotten gains and immoral acts cannot be defended by satya-
graha.23 Thus a capitalist cannot non-violently defend his capi-
tal the accumulation of which always involves violence.24

Even in regard to issues involving social good the satya-
grahi will decide upon non-violent resistance after taking into
consideration his own limitations and the nature and gravity of
injustice. Thus, as Gandhiji's life bears out, he may on occasions
overlook a small injustice in order to conserve his strength for
bigger battles.25

The aim of individual as well as group satyagraha is not to
crush, defeat or punish the tyrant or break his will. It is not
even to harm or embarrass him, though the resistance and
suffering may, as a matter of fact, cause the wrong-doer
embarrassment. The satyagrahi loves the opponent as a human
being and aims at rousing him to a sense of equity by an appeal
to the best in him, i.e., at converting him. Conversion implies
that the opponent realizes his mistake, repents and there takes
place a peaceful adjustment of differences. As Gandhiji once
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